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carpet; and as for tables,- I suppose not one
gentlewoman of the whole country has ever
been seated at one; and very few, perhaps, have
any idea of their useful purposes, all their
meals being served on the floor, where dustha-
khawns (table-cloths we should call them) are
spread, but neither knives, forks, spoons, glasses,
or napkins, so essential to the comfortable en-
joyment of a meal amongst Europeans. But
those who never knew such comforts have no
desire for the indulgence, nor taste to appre-
ciate them.

On the several occasions, amongst Native
society, of assembling in large parties, as at
births and marriages, the halls, although ex-
tensive, would be inadequate to accommodate
the whole party. They then have awnings of
white calico, neatly flounced with muslin, sup-
ported on poles fixed in the court yard, and con-
necting the open space with the great hall, by
wooden platforms which are brought to a line
with the building, and covered with shutte-
ringhie and white carpets to correspond with the
floor-furniture of the hall; and here the ladies